

7here is a time in every man s education when he arrives a. ihe 
conviction hat envy Is ignorance; that imitation is suicide; that he 

m f ^verseT ^ ^ ^ “ h “ »^l«.n; that though .he 

hl " bU t0 “ be8t °" Td “»‘hat pktf of ground which is given 

tohlm to till. The power which resides in him is new in nature, and 
none but he knows what that is which he can do. nor does he know 
until he has tried. Not tor nothing one lat e, one character, one fact 
makes much impression on him, and another none. This sculpture in 
the memory is not without ^reestablished harmony. The eye was placed 
where one ray should tall, that it might testify of that particular ray. We 
but hall express ourselves and are ashamed of that divine idea which 
each oi us represents it may l>e safely trusted as proportionate and of 
good issues, so it be taithfuMv Imparted, but God will not have his work 


made manliest by cowards man s mlieved and gay when he has put 
his heart into his work and dr. e ms best: but what he has said or done 
otherwise, shall give him *m> peace, b 3 a deliverance which does not 
deliver In the attempt his genius deserts him; no muse befriend . 10 

invention, no hope. 

Trust thyself: every heart vibrates to that iron string. Accept the 
place the divine providence has found for you: the society of your con 
temporaries, the connection of events. Great men have always done so 
and confided themselves childlike to the genius of their age, betraying 
their perception that the absolutely trustworthy was stirring at their 
heart, working through their hands, predominating in all their being. 
And we are now men, and must accept in the highest mind the same 
transcendent destiny: and not minors and invalids in a protected cor¬ 
ner, but guides, redeemers, and benefactors. Obeying the Almighty 
effort and advancing on chaos and the Dark. ... ^ 

Society everywhere is in conspiracy against the manhood of every 
°ne of its members. Society is a joint-stock company in which the 
members agree for the better securing of his bread to each shareholder. 


Literary Analysis 
Transcendentalism 
What does the passage 
beginning “Trust thyself" 
tell you about Emerson's 
belief in the importance 
of the individual? 


Vocabulary Builder 

chaos (ka As) n. disorder 
of matter and space, 
supposed to have 
existed before the 
ordered universe 

^Reading Check 

What does Emerson 
believe about being 
true to oneself? 

from Self-Reliance ■ 393 














to surrender the liberty and culture of the eater. The virtue in tBMt 
request Is conformity Self reliance is its aversion. It loves not realities 


tnd f rearors, but names and customs- ... 

Whoso would he a man must be a noncofilormist He who would 
father immortal palms must not be hindered by tlw name o g ness, 
but must explore if it lx- goodness Nothing is at last saored * 
mtrgmy of your own mmd Absoh* you to yourself, and you shall have 


i he s uffrag e of the work! 

A luoiikh ctHwustrmy k» iltr hobgoblin of little mind* rttkH'Wl by bt* 
(it- >itd(ri»neii tuat pfukv^opbcfs ami diylflfii' With t*>fi*i»imr'Y a (peat 

•situ! hut* -amply nothing to dm Hr «at a* well» oim efti hl<* , * c )f with ill* 

bii.ulow i.*4l tiie wait Speak what you think Iww Iff loud words *o»d 

u<mom*w >y*rak what lunwatww think* Mi loud Wftfd* 4|pdfl. it 

. t ciff\iKii% imw w*ki today ’All *ft ISM afodl fie #** t* w hr 
ntthUtwkrbioodt''**'- i» tfc w bad then to hr fWWildWlUflCd’/ lyiiwijotru 

v. is (.u v.umietstot.xl. and Nfcwtatr* 8fld Ifltf 


. et suvuw. and iiahW and Newtwt.* anti every pure and w %*r spirit 
i rm too4 Utndi tv S*r girut i» to Ir mllUfdrf8(00d< * « * 
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